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? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for

troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but,

when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and

winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought

himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if

he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a

privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy

hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet

shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it

without his leave.'.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..Then

he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared

the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed

at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could

not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old

man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou

enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made

him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..66. The Imam Abou

Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him

[what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and

cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took

them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and

went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked

from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the

doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat

they were about to cut..Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said,

'Take thy troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him

battle and prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to

Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I

have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take

him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse,

and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred

thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again

through a Dream dcxliv.Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and

prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none

other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was

convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his

prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate

and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not

[going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and

the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions

(27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and

Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas

(28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light,

The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid

stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women

to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down.

When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with

mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a
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piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that

it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the

vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's commandment.".When she

had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said

to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this

while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the

nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her

mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and

venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said

and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..Khalif Omar ben

Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was

fain..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.? ? ? ? ? b.

The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.Moreover, he

assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined

with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and

religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into

the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment

redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the

ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..So she opened the door to him and brought him in.

Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down

in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to

hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine,

questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and

she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed

him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on

this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed;

and at nightfall he went to the bath..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind

and mine eye? (108).Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two

sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her

husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh

from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into

the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to

cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest

thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the

vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to

death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost

thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills

not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".When it was the Nine hundred

and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to

whoso will be warned and an admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me

with the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft

and their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither

do they watch over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than

this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to

redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".She passed the night in his lodging and

when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch

me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden

him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to

Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the

flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he
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had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story

xi.Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.? ? ? ? ?

In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).Ill Effects of

Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.Now there was with him a youth and he

said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought

hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the

stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with

palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).? ? ? ? ? Whose

subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress

xviii.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said,

"Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.8.

Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the

price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day

forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and

[would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his

abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up

to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and

the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and

[but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention

of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine,

iii. 190..117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? p. The

Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Then said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the

prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father

with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then

set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and

he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his

own country, without telling any of the prince's death..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said,

"How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let

us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went

in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee

with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy

viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who

testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and

outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".14. Khelif the

Fisherman (227) cccxxi.Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking

of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and

sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with

him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and

surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him

from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth

another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.Thief, A

Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went,

till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself

to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to

mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying,

'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..When it

was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and

amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and

Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels

and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that
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had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown

worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band

by band..?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode

with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them

with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after

which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors

and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old

Man's Story viii.Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues

enjoy all benefit..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the

house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly,

saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most

High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man

heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the

door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but

been about his occasions.'.7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in

him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to

grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off

alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou

return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of

the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single

hour.'.Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the

whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and

entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and

answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of

his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his

officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a

golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he

mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith,

"This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king,

lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth

and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One

who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his

realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My

life is perished with desire straightway..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib,

and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and

stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he

cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion

was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him

and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round

about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the

nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and

the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and

come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of

them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their

blood.".? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..By Allah, come ye

forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved

are come again,".The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I

also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.The kings of the

Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and

kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure
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thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing

thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been

asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his

retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas

a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi

scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..The Twenty-Seventh Night of the

Month.? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..After your loss, nor trace of me nor

vestige would remain, iii. 41..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six

bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if

thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and

opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to

be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".When the

appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no

recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the

latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En

Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became

warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for

him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai,

"And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said,

'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed

from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My heart

bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.Fifteenth Officer's Story,

The, ii. 190..When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter

of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him,

salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still

minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making

myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he

will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me

aught..Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he

thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to

hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing

Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him;

so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an

thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her

wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.One day, the Commander of the

Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the

swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El

Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat,

fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met

them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before

Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to

him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my

way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to

thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.? ? ?

? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..The first who sought her in marriage

was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great company, bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood

and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels and other hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of

silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely

housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had

bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage,
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her father went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he

departed from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he

returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father, on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the

climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid no heed unto any of one them..? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender

swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine

eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her,

"Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she

was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that

she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and

his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin

Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where

he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and

to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all

who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell

of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not

himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..Now Afifeh

and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the

greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table;

and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of

the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her

eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart.

When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice

and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and

lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his

Brother..One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her,

wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady

Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not

of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called

down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go

forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath

forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be

as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though

it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with

thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but

one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked

her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father

Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose

to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not

but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth

Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me

than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with

you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve

but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him

with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her

deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than

[that of] any.'.? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold

beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)

and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals,

excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came

up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women,
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than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon

they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which

caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's

camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the tents, for the much

interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides and

escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his

son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves and the guards had

taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that

the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when

he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy,

For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? b. The

Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and

fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me

and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went

out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets

set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason

of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif

found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with

good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore

praise be to God!.7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of

water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them

a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So

they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the

rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent

them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father,

who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety.
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