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The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect
me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him
and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than
shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from
that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the
daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in
all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad
fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas.
Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none
with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present
himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I
know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his
eyes.".63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.The Second Night of the Month.The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with
watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him
on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another
game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I
will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then
they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had
beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and
donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm and
went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,'
answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt
never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they
will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am
better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a
lion of great might..So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in
my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my
father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one
employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I,
"Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him
that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into
the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's
people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I
read, iii. 84..Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her,
"Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like
with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but
what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou
spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35)
Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee,
'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep
and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou
take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in my
place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will mourn
for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;'
and I will come back to thee.".?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Would God
upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner
and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii.
203..? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.So we abode there, daily
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expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual
ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by
little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my
companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in
expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much
[love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy
and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the
cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes
[ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..Thereupon
the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went
on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head;
whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to
ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover,
he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and
conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him
homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.? ? ? ? ? And left me
all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And
he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy
stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath
reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A
friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to
wit, it was as follows. (153).? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost
opine..Solomon, David and, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked with white;.73. The
Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert
and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the
day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for
me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into
transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell
between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing
themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger
and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and
hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no
means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat,
wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my
price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the
prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king,
thou wouldst require me of service.'.Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the
lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of
love-delight denied..The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went
away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked
aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his
plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth
half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and
marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and
thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son
and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also
trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten
against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of
El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained
his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various
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kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over
his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..? ? ? ? ? Thou that the
dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.129. The King of the Island
cccclxxix.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt
sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the
Quintessence of Things dcccxci.Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.78. The
Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I
am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard
this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the
door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and
they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had
denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness.
Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..There was once, in the parts of
Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and
a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to
teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite
letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a
mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them
pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim
and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love
and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts
must bow to her arbitrament..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for
its symmetry and sheen..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the
verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..Fortune its arrows all, through him I love,
let fly, iii. 31..Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they
displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous
desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people
deny?.Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books
and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father
King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the
utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music
and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his
sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this
wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the
utmost kindness..Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward
journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and
returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three
days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return],
safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and
she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five
with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were
certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was
there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned
To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..The Eight Night of the Month.Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and
profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were
present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner
of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And
indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both
to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed
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his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my
counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he
said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away
the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there
poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him.
Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends
returned to him and he entertained them some days..But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to
boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..When
the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day
draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".? ? ? ? ? And
deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit
xxxix.Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she
swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after
awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that
which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er
my wishes I attain),.The Third Day..? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate
stoops to no control..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said
to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"'
Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch
and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and
every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon
him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me,
then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he
went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after
this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this
piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they
said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..Unjust King and the Tither, The, i.
272.4. The Three Apples xix.All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that
he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade
him depart to his own house..After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her
house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these
many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back,
confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no
tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that
which hath betided me.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and
drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my
lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time
for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then
she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..114.
The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious
veil that hid them she had ta'en..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain,
where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had
with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the
darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel
grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little
nor much..Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing
and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that
with the dark I shroud.".As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out
and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard
him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou
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dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy
mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him,
"God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any
hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her
slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of
thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have
gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his
mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh,
who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her
heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is
as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were
consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home
and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I
send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of
Yemen.".Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been
wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh,"
answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had
done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed;
wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me
in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".? ? ? ?
? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his
Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.When the
tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do
thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of
righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.'
And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days'
tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a
stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a
year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.? ? ? ? ?
Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.Now they had complained of them
aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with
sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket
and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this
more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison
till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape
[us].".When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for
themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal
counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine
advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be
made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young
treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".? ? ? ? ? But
deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the
blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love
ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then
came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon
Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to
battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and
overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves
to flight..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember
thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS
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FELLOW..? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried
the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore
and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the
daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is
there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous
chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and
beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..Most
like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O
youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and
won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El
Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and
found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came
before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence
comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth
she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my
finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he
answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent
down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his
might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite
harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls,
and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow,
The Two, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who
knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the
treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254)
assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he
fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him
they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and
as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as
of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me;
wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave
another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath
returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master
is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon
her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened
her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O
my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she
raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and
they sat talking till a third part of the night was past..Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier
and the Envied (225) xiii.So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and
said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell
him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they
to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they
left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to
buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We
supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he
is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a
merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and
baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in
private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his
admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days
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of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child,
as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face
and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time,
without doubt or gainsaying..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick,
love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..The merchant believed her and she
took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how
he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his
shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour
and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble
daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of
thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not,
neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a
dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put
her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.? ?
? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.Awhile after this,
two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five
thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade
fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse
that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer
of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his
sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and
his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check
him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and
there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first
thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of
God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children.
As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had
entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.? ? ? ? ? Life with our
loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old
Cairo Police dcv."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I
knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein
I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding
prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced
in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the
wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water
his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee
kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I
will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not
ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and
than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman
took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little
apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of
dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave
not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,'
till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five
thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever
betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain
buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me
not, or thou wilt repent.'.? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might
trace;.When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then
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she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of
thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave
[seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back
from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following
verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..The following story occupies the last
five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles
(Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation,
comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the
Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which
conclude the work.
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