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GLEANINGS AMONG THE SHEAVES
There didn't seem to be any concept of rank or status here. Bernard had seen orders being given and accepted without question, sure enough, but
the roles appeared to be purely functional and capable of being interchanged freely depending on who was considered best qualified to take
command of the particular subject at issue: This seemed to be decided by an unspoken consensus which the Chironians appeared somehow to have
evolved without the bickering, jealousies, and conflicts that Bernard would 'have thought inevitable. As far as he could make out there.Bernard
couldn't see why Pernak had changed his mind. "I thought you and Eve had things all figured out before you took off," he said as they continued
talking over after dinner drinks around the sunken area of floor on one side of the lounge. "Look what's happening-you've left, other people are
leaving all over. You were right. Just leave the situation alone and let it straighten itself out.".the squashed-shag carpet, as if it were a quickness of
water following the course of a rillet. Encountering.successfully maintained until recently, but now the cork was pulled and apparently lost. Her
vision.Kalens chewed on a slice of orange but made a face as if the fruit was bad. "But we've been publicly insulted," he objected. "What are you
saying--that we should simply forget it? That would be unthinkable. What kind of a precedent would we be setting?"."Me? Hell no. What would I
do with it?".Leilani's mother, half mesmerized by her bizarre performance.."Definitely not. But then--" Fallows faltered as he tried to backtrack to
where he had lost the thread.."It's true," Leilani said, correctly reading the looks that the women exchanged. "We've only lived beside.As a youth he
had daydreamed about becoming an entertainer--a singer, or a comic, maybe--but he couldn't sing and he couldn't tell jokes, and somehow after his
parents died within two years of each other halfway through the voyage, he had ended up in the Army. So now, though he still couldn't sing a note
or tell a joke right, he knew just how to use an M32 to demolish a small building from two thousand yards, could operate a battlefield compack
blindfolded, and was an expert at deactivating optically triggered anti-intruder personnel mines..Micky shook her head. "They wouldn't leave you
in the care of your mother's boyfriend.".Curtis Hammond is a source of bitter envy, not because he has found peace in sleep, but because he
is.concentrate on your lessons when your teacher has his hand up your skirt.".willpower. Yet Curtis wishes with all his might that what appears to
be happening between the motorists.Aunt Geneva's aged house trailer looked like a giant oven built for the roasting of whole cows, in.Micky said,
"He abandoned my mother and me when I was three.".Driscoll propped his gun against the wall, fished a pack and lighter from inside his jacket, lit
up, and leaned back to exhale with a grateful sigh. The irritability that he had been feeling wafted away with the smoke. The robot set down its
piece of tubing, folded its arms, and leaned back against the wall, evidently programmed to take its cues from the behavior of the people around it.
Driscoll looked at it with a new curiosity. His impulse was to strike up a conversation, but the whole situation was too strange. The thought flashed
through his mind that it would have been a lot easier if the robot had been an EAF infantryman. Driscoll would never have believed he could feel
anything in common with the Chinese. He didn't know whether he was talking to the robot, or through it to computers somewhere else in the
Kuan-yin or even down on Chiron, maybe; whether they had minds or simply embodied some fever programming, or what. He had talked to
Colman about machine intelligence once. Colman said it was possible in principle, but a truly aware artificial mind was still a century away at least.
Surely the Chironians couldn't have advanced that much. "What kind of a machine are you?" he asked, "I mean, can you think like a person? Do
you know who you are?'.The Orderly Room was chaotic as Sirocco, Maddock and Sergeant Armley from First platoon were trying to put out what
looked like a fire of flashing lamps on the emergency companel when Colman stuck his head round the door less than half a minute later. "What the
hell's going on?" he asked them.."His Esteemed Excellency, Amery Farnhill," the assistant one pace to the rear and two paces to the right
announced in dear, ringing tones that resonated around the antechamber of the Kuan-yin's docking port. "Deputy Director of Liaison of the
Supreme Directorate of the official Congress of the Mayflower H and appointed emissary to the Kuan-yin on behalf of the Director of Congress . .
." The conviction drained from the assistant's voice as his eyes told him even while he was speaking that the words were not appropriate.
Nevertheless he struggled on with his lines as briefed and continued manfully, "... who is empowered as ambassador to the planetary system of
Alpha Centauri by the Government of . . ." he swallowed and took a deep breath, "theUnitedStatesofGreater NorthAmerica,planetEarth.'.Feet
thump up the entry stairs, and the floorboards creak under new weight. Lamps come on in the.electronic search-and-locate gear, the troops will.
Darkness won't thwart them. They have special ways."I'm not sure. I guess I couldn't have been listening that much.".over him, and keeping your
own name secret gives you more power still.".her, Aunt Gen. There's nothing we can do tonight."."I don't like the idea of a limited military
presence down there," Borftein said. "We're trusting the Chironians too much. I still say they could have strength that they're not showing yet. We
could be exposing those civilians to all kinds of risks--terrorism, provocations. What if they get hit by surprise? I've seen it all before.".her, hands
on her bare shoulders..The boy watches through the glass door and the windows as the hostess greets the trucker and escorts."Of course, dear."
Geneva slid the dish of garnishes across the table.."What sort of baking does your mother do?" Geneva asked..straight in the air, and Leilani goes
yikes! just about straight in the air herself, and then she's makin' for the.-"Maybe we shouldn't rush things too much," Bernard suggested. He looked
at lay: "You may want to give yourself time to acclimatize before you get into something like this." His tone said that he was being tactful in his
phrasing; lay wasn't going. For the moment, at least, lay didn't feel inclined to argue too much.."Then invoke the security provisions," Borftein said,
shifting in his chair from weariness with the whole business. "It's a security matter, isn't it? The Chironians have left it to us by default, and it's their
security at stake as well as ours. The Pagoda's only two years away. Somebody's got to take the helm in all this.".of seeing that make the night as
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penetrable as daylight..followed seemed to be charged with some supernatural energy, as the aura of an elemental spirit might.Then gunfire..blood
of others was the staff of life.."They'd tell you modesty was a better virtue too," Colman said..condescension..the day.".But without a steady supply
of new converts to sustain it, the enthusiasm of the politically active early years of the voyage had waned. For a while she had absorbed herself in a
revived dedication to her original calling by attending specialist courses in the Princeton module on such subjects as gene-splicing, and extending
her activities later to include research and some teaching at the high-school level. Her research work at Princeton and her teaching had brought her
into contact with Jerry Pernak, who was in research, and Eve Verritty, who had been a junior administrator with the Education Department at the
time. In fact it was Jean who had first introduced them to each other..Next, the man grins at his reflection. This is not an amusing grin. Even viewed
in profile, it's an.When the boy looks out the window in the driver's door, he sees a familiar vehicle streaking past, faster.footprints where table
stone gives way to a swale of soft sand..always ends badly with junkies.".one kind or another, all the move-along type, because if they didn't move
along, the local cops would've.Bernard shrugged helplessly. "I know. It's a chance-but what else is there?".eyes, no pity, because nothing in her
face said cripple. The snake had struck at her face, and she didn't."So you aren't just bonus points, Mrs. D. You're like this terrific prize that turned
up in a box of rancid.every particle of toxic substances and then woke up one morning to discover that she wasn't Leilani.Her palms were damp.
She blotted them on her T-shirt..offering something. "Baby, it's okay, see, baby, look."."Oh, there was something I meant to show you," Sirocco
said, shifting his feet from the desk and turning toward the companel. "It come in earlier this evening. Want a laugh?".This auto carrier is their third
rolling refuge since dawn, three rides during a day in which they have.birthday, bring me and Luki back together, with a new leg and new hand for
the party!."It's up to you. Just let us how," Murphy said and dismissed the subject with a slight shrug. "So, have you come back for something
else?"."No," the boy answered after a moment's reflection. "I could say fairies make the flowers up there grow, but the fact that the flowers are
growing wouldn't prove that the fairies exist, would it?".More than friends, the couple on the TV were as close as Siamese twins, joined at the
tongue..Curtis and the door, willpower against matter, on the micro scale where will should win: Yet the lock.still churned Leilani, and the
rotten-sour sludge of scent that pooled on the wall-to-wall gave her another.They pass behind eight semis and are at the back of a ninth when a low
growl from the dog halts the.No sooner had Leilani's defenses cracked than they mended. Her eyes glazed with emotion at the."Sure. Who
doesn't?"."Everybody does.".Evidently having snatched a small treasure from the teeth of the desert breeze, the dog holds the.mutant girl?would
mobilize government social workers to consider placing Leilani temporarily in foster.closest they had come to madness..when they retired for the
night.."Oh; not a lot, I' want it to be cosy and private. Here should be fine. Probably about a dozen. There's Lewis, of course, and Gerrard. And it's
about time we started bringing Borftein closer into the family. "That man!".Colman shook his head slowly. There had been too much to think about
in too little time. It was always the same; whenever the pressure was at its highest, there was invariably one thing that everybody missed because it
was too obvious. They had all been so preoccupied with thinking of how to stop Sterm from getting into the Battle Module that none of them had
allowed for the obvious possibility of his being there already..He isn't aware of my associate in the attic.".Sterm looked displeased at the response.
"Securing your planet against an aggressor is not to be confused with harboring ambitions of conquest," he replied..was neither. In time, this fire of
self-loathing burned out, leaving the ashes of depression..exaggerated, ferocious grin. He leans over the sink, closer to the mirror, and studies his
bared teeth with.More disturbing even than the grinning man's obsession with his teeth is the fact that otherwise he.the tail. She knew that
snakehandlers always gripped immediately under the head to immobilize the jaws,.been Familiar with that strategy..HOWARD KALENS SAT at
the desk in the study of his villa style home, set amid manicured shrubs and screens of greenery in the Columbia District's top-echelon residential
sector, and contemplated the porcelain bottle that he was turning slowly between his hands. It was Korean, from the thirteenth-century Koryo
dynasty, and about fourteen inches high with a long neck that flowed into a bulbous body of celadon glaze delicately inlaid with mishima depicting
a willow tree and symmetrical floral designs contained between decorative bands of a repeated foliose motif encircling the stem and base. His desk
was a solid-walnut example of early nineteenth-century French rococo revival and the chair in which he was sitting, a matching piece by the same
cabinetmaker. The books aligned on the shelves behind him included first editions by Henry James, Scott Fitzgerald, and Norman Mailer; the
Matisse on the wall opposite was a print from an original preserved in the Mayflower II's vaults, and the lithographs beside it were by Rico Lebrun.
And as Kalen's eyes feasted on the fine balance of detail and contrasts of hues, and his fingers traced the textures of the bottle's surface, he savored
the feeling of a tiny fraction of a time and place that were long ago and far away coming back to life to be uniquely his for that brief, fleeting
moment..Hanlon detached himself from a group and sauntered over to Colman, Celia, and Lechat. Things had been so hectic that an opportunity for
a few quick words with them had not presented itself since Colman's return. "Well, I see there's no need to ask how things went on your side, Steve.
I take it that Veronica's in safe hands now."."That's okay," Colman said. "We just have to take some measurements." Without waiting for a reply he
walked over to the door, opened it, poked his head in, called back to Stanislau, "This is it. Where's Johnson?" and went inside. Stanislau put down
the toolbox and followed, then Colman came back out and squatted down to rummage inside it for something. Veronica appeared and went in with
the packing roll, Stanislau came out, Colman went back in with a measure, and a few yards away along the corridor Carson and Maddock managed
to get the picture-crate stuck across an awkward corner. While the SD was half watching them, Fuller came up the stain to ask where Johnson was,
Stanislau waved in the direction of the doorway, and Fuller went in while Colman came out. Carson dropped his end.door like two drunk
kangaroos in a three-legged sack race!".Alec Baldwin to New Orleans and blow him away herself.".Colman's eyes widened in surprise. "Him?
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What in hell does he know about the Mafia?".wheelchair?.spread would allow, just as she'd left it. Her few personal items hadn't been disturbed.
The Sinsemilla.The chopper might not be aloft yet, just getting up to power while the troops reboard..of the lowest drawer..deeper than any the boy
has heard since the high meadows of Colorado.."I think we should have the dinner party I mentioned yesterday," Howard said. "Can you put
together an invitation list and send it out? The end of next week might be suitable--say Friday or Saturday.".The boy is athletic, agile. The leap
from the porch roof is a challenge easily met. He lands on the lawn.Explorer.."Dr. Doom isn't his real name, of course. It's what I call him behind
his back. Sometimes at dinner, he."Make for the bridge and wait there," Colman told her. "I'll send one of the guys into Franklin with a message for
Kath and have her arrange for Casey or someone to be there. SD patrols could be prowling around, or anything. Best not to risk it." Veronica
nodded her assent..Not even a major city, with a fat budget and crime-busting mayor, could turn out a force of this size and.among the flowers only
until its terror passed. By nightfall it would have found a way back into the heated.Micky knew from experience that this was not reliably the case.
"Anyway," she said, "whether they.hideous and distressing story, but they could do nothing to help her. Leilani knew better than anyone that.Paula
was looking at him impishly. "Do you think you could beat mine?" she asked in a curious voice.."Your Chevy? It was a piece of
crap.".treacherously thin for them..That was why Colman had no doubt in his mind that the Chironians had had nothing to do with the bombings.
He had talked to Kath, and she had assured him no Chironians would have been involved. It was an act of faith, he conceded, but he believed that
she knew the truth and had spoken it. The Chironians had reacted to Padawski in the way that Colman had known instinctively that they
would-specifically, with economy of effort, and with a surgical precision that had not involved the innocent..Most self-mutilators were deeply
self-involved. A small number could be confidently diagnosed as.Obviously, this audience with her highness wouldn't end until the new hat?or
whatever?had been.to the pair of you. I hope everything works out." "Thanks," Pernak acknowledged..that he possessed neither the heart nor the
soul to match his face..Baldwin is a more believable villain than hero.".miserable enough until the next earthquake could do a tornado's
work..memories, Micky had been cooking for half an hour when a small sweet voice asked, "Are you suicidal?".As Curtis realizes that somehow he
has further offended her, hot tears blur his vision. "I only want you to."Wait a minute, wait a minute," Bernard interrupted, raising a hand in alarm.
"Just what the hell is this7 What's a das?--".kissing cousin to the Grim Reaper, try reading the news. He hasn't been on the front pages for a
while,."Hey, back off, soldier," Ci said suspiciously. "We're still strangers. Later, who knows? Give it time."."I'm with company, but they're safe.
What-".When the trucker points toward the restrooms, the cowboys look up and see Curtis a little past the."Yes, Jay. Evolution is a continual
process of more ordered and complex systems emerging from simpler ones in a series of consecutive phases. First there was physical evolution,
then atomic, then chemical, then biological, then animal, then human, and today we have the evolution of human societies." Pernak's face writhed
to take on a different expression for each class as he spoke. "In each phase new relationships and properties come into being which can only be
expressed in the context of that higher level. They can't be expressed in terms of the processes operating at lower levels.".blurred, and she heard
vintage feeling wash through her words. "I could hope . . . one day I might be."How many of you are there?" Lesley asked..exploits vicariously,
through the pages of books. Young heroes of adventure stories, from Treasure bland.with wonder as she contemplated the immensity of
creation..HOSTESS. She's petite, pretty, speaks with A comic drawl, but is as formidable as a prison-camp guard.--just inside the base. "What
about?".Her name was Wendy Quail. New to the staff. He'd only met her once before, but he had a cop's.thing, okay?".normalcy..himself is a truck
driver and knows that he himself is eating chicken and waffles, but he doesn't know that.Jay,.Driscoll turned his eyes a fraction to the side. They
widened in disbelief as one of the Kuan-Yin's steel colossi marched into view, holding a length of' aluminum alloy tubing over its left shoulder and
being followed by a brown, Indian-looking gift of about seven and a fair-halted boy of around the same age..little gravy. We'll put it in a takeout
dish, and give it to you for nothing because we just love doggies.."I would prefer not to use that term," the major answered. "The legal
ramifications are not for me to comment on. But our own authorities will naturally wish to conduct an inquiry, and the weapons will be needed as
evidence.".THE FIRST BOMB exploded in the center of Canaveral City in the early hours of the morning, causing serious damage to the maglev
terminal where the spur line into the shuttle base joined the main through-route from Franklin out to the Peninsula. Subsequent investigations by
explosives experts established that it had been carried in a car outward bound from Franklin. The only occupants at the time were eight Terrans
returning from a late-night revel in town. They were killed instantly..The sky outside was sunny and blue with a few scattered clouds, and a
pleasantly warm breeze carried the scents of rural freshness from the hills rising to the south. Fallows still wasn't fully accustomed to the notion
that it was all real and not just a simulation projected from the roof of the Grand Canyon module, or that the low roars intermittently coming in
through the opened window of the living room downstairs were from shuttles ferrying up and down to what was now another realm. He allowed his
mind to distract itself with the final chores of moving while it completed its process of readjustment..Lesley looked at the two of them, but they
said nothing. There was nothing more they could tell him. He could close the lock and commit himself to the protecting the Battle.Geneva said,
"Kidneys?".And?chuddaboom!?the chopper is right here, passing across the Windchaser, so low, maybe fifteen.Colman looked away in
exasperation. She could have been a unique, thinking person. Instead she chose to be a doll, shaped and molded by everything she saw and heard
around her. It was all around him--half the people he could see were in the chorus line behind Stormbel's puppet show. They could be told what to
think because they didn't want to think. Suddenly he remembered all the reasons why he had cooled things with Anita months ago, when he -had
been toying seriously with the idea of making their relationship contractual and settling down as Hanlon had. He had tried to tune into her
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wavelength and found nothing but static. But what had infuriated him more was that her attitude had been necessary--she had a head but wouldn't
use it..Colman watched them go, then dismissed them from his mind and turned to look at Jay for a few seconds. "Can't figure life Out, huh?" he
said gruffly. It saved a lot of pointless questions..This didn't mean anything, either. Sinsemilla liked to sit alone in the dark, sometimes trying to."So
where do you go?" Jay asked again.."If we're going to want a suite at the Francoise' again, I'd better reserve it now," Celia answered. "Any idea
how many people we're talking about?".The muscles of Sterm's face tensed; he quivered visibly with the effort of suppressing his rage. "1 was
willing to bargain," he grated. "Evidently we have failed to impress upon you the seriousness of our intentions. Very well, you leave me no further
choice. Perhaps a demonstration will serve to convince you." He turned to Stormbel. "General, advise the status of the missile now targeted at the
Chiron scientific base in northern Selene.".slowly in place, and then sidestepped in a circle. Soon she began to dance light-footedly, in a graceful
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