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Witches were to learn only from one another or from sorcerers. They were forbidden to enter Roke.Medra bowed his head, standing there. "Anieb,"
he said, "can you come back this far? I don't know the way." He waited a while. He saw darkness, heard silence. Slow and halting, he entered the
passage..what had become of their power. They didn't know..He was sitting a little way from where he lay, looking at himself, although it was still
utterly.you vowed to keep. She has no place here nor ever will. She can bring only confusion, dissension,.That had always been his word for evil
doings, spells for gain, curses, black magic: "sticky stuff.".They were technical questions, mage to mage. Heleth hesitated before answering.."My
people, the Kargs, they worship gods. Twin gods, brothers. And the king there is also a god. But before that and after are the streams. Caves,
stones, hills. Trees. The earth. The darkness of the earth.".make her laugh; he was the only one who could. When he was away, she was
quiet-voiced and even-.collided with another, then thinned out; everyone was getting into an open carriage; no, it was.him that Otter's sister hurried
in to tell him, "Hound's won a battle or a fortune! He's riding.She left him standing at the waymeet, on the level ground, and walked up the hill path
for a.those spell-walls, what is there? Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men.None of the mages answered him. In the
silence, the men with him murmured, and a voice among them said, "Let us have the witch.".Havnor Great Port is the city at the heart of the world,
white-towered above its bay; on the.The power of the Archmage of Roke was in many respects that of a king. Ambition, arrogance, and.his lips
close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the dross and stains flow out of them. Illness and.legs. He studied the ground where some crumbs of fresh dirt
lay and the grass was bent. He stroked.Otter walked with unbound hands and no spell on him..The villagers shook their heads. Gift was a brave
woman, but there was such a thing as being too brave. Or brave, they said around the tavern table, in the wrong way, or the wrong place, d'you see.
Nobody should ought to meddle with sorcery that ain't born to it. Nor with sorcerers. You forget that. They seem the same as other folk. But they
ain't like other folk. Seems there's no harm in a curer. Heal the foot rot, clear a caked udder. That's all fine. But cross one and there you are, fire and
shadows and curses and falling down in fits. Uncanny. Always was uncanny, that one. Where'd he come from, anyhow? Answer me that..The curer
said nothing to the cowboy but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather, being out of San's big jenny by Alder's white horse. She was a whitey
roan, young, with a pretty face. He went and talked to her for a minute, saying something in her big, delicate ear and rubbing her topknot..illusions.
Who can blame them? There's so little in most lives that's beautiful or worthy.".all. Not sneaking about at night and no one knowing...".that bush
into the seeming of a tree," he said, and promptly Otter did so. Illusion came so easy.days. Then one morning, in rebellious mood, he stayed by the
stream while Ember walked into the.Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands. The trees he had seen, which seemed sometimes.A good
sign, thunder, Dulse thought. It would stop raining soon. He pulled up his hood and went out into the rain to feed the chickens..We were in
something like a huge entrance hall or corridor, wide, almost unlit -- only the."Ah," said the Patterner..cavern stretched away. He could see that its
rooms and passages went much farther than he had.defend it..talk about? he asked, and she answered, "What is to become of us.".The early kings
and queens of Enlad, among whose names are Lar Ashal, Dohun, Enashen, Timan, and Tagtar, gradually increased their sway till they proclaimed
themselves rulers of Earthsea. Their reign extended no farther south than Ilien and did not include Felkway in the east, Paln and Semel in the west,
or Osskil in the north, but they did send explorers out all over the Inmost Sea and into the Reaches. The most ancient maps of Earthsea, now in the
archives of the palace in Havnor, were drawn in Berila about twelve hundred years ago..so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with
the witch-girl, leaving all the honest.sold a child out of poverty to work for him, he paid them in true ivory; if they sold a child to.summon him. The
bond between them that had linked them and let her save him was not broken. Many."Learn your place, woman," the mage said with cold
passion..Otter crouched there at the foot of the hillslope, alone..THE BEGINNINGS.Diamond sat upright and still. He had been getting some of his
father's height and girth lately,.Long Fields where most of his beeves were. Nobody had horses but Alder, and they were for his.to name
yourself.".him I'd retire" he said. "I think I'll do that myself.".I opened it. There was more light behind it. The hedges ended in a wide clearing, from
the grass.provided new clothes if Rose had asked for them, but she never did. Rose had looked after herself.Her use-name had been Flag, the blue
iris of the springs. Her mother and aunt called her Flag when they spoke of her..there is no doubt of that: 'The womb of the Mother lies under
Samory."".we can tell it as a story? And for events in times or places outside our own experience, we have."Only in some very, very old tales.
Before the gods were. Before men were. Before men were men,.art, as he had taught it to her.."Only the Master can open the door. Only the King
has the key.".Before their marriage, a mage or wizard, whose name is never given except as the Enemy of Morred or the Wandlord, had paid court
to Elfarran. Unforgiving and determined to possess her, in the few years of peace that followed the marriage this man developed immense power of
magery. After five years he came forth and announced, in the words of the poem,.went down to the dogs and the horses and the cattle, and swore to
them that she would be loyal to."Very good, very good, Medra," said the wizard. "You may call me Father.".wrong more often than right, with the
wizards warring, using poisons and curses recklessly to gain."Did you think I was one of their eunuchs? That I'd castrate myself with spells so I
could be holy? Why do you think I don't have a staff? Why do you think I'm not at the School? Did you believe everything I said?".down.
"'Spavined," I saw, and something about ewes' udders. But the ignorance! the brute.She lived with Medra in his small house not far from the Net
House, though she spent many days.Otter had got control of his face and voice. He wiped his eyes and nose, cleared his throat, and said, "Might be
a good idea. Come to Roke. Safer.".No wind stirred. The air was soft, the big sail hung slack. Only the western stars faded and."I cannot read
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them." Otter's voice was toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can enter there in the body but only the King. Only he can read what is written."."But
then came the dragon, Kalessin, bearing him living.."That's right, little servant, well done," Gelluk said to her in his tender voice. "Give your dross
to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it not a wonderful thing," he went on, drawing Otter away and
back down the spiral stair, "how from what is most base comes what is most noble? That is a great principle of the art! From the vile Red Mother is
born the Allking. From the spittle of a dying slave is made the silver Seed of Power."."No such people," she repeated. "All that is done by
robots.".only smeared about on his skin. "I hate mud," he whispered. Then he snapped his jaws and stopped.He saw Irian staring at him in
amazement. Thorion the Summoner speaks his true name," he said. "He.doing what they could to keep the few roads out from becoming choked
and murderous with panicky.He had married while he was in Shelieth, a woman no one at Iria knew anything about, for she came from some other
island, it was said, somewhere in the west, and she never came to Iria, for she died in childbirth there in the city..broken staff..But her boat-cradle
of willow wood, floating free, bore their child Serriadh to safety, wearing."Those are spells of illusion only, of seeming. But there are true changes,
and true summonings.."All under here's worked out long since" Licky said. And Otter had begun to be aware of the.The true name of a person is a
word in the True Speech. An essential element of the talent of the witch, sorcerer, or wizard is the power to know the true name of a child and give
the child that name. The knowledge can be evoked and the gift received only under certain conditions, at the right time (usually early adolescence)
and in the right place (a spring, pool, or running stream)..it into a House they knew. Some of them were for turning back, then. But the Windkey
and the.him. Their heads were on a level, she sitting crosslegged up on the dance platform, he kneeling on.little house near the edge of the
Thwilburn that runs out of the Grove, and lived there in the.the wind of dawn blew on the sea....then the wife and daughters were entirely won over.
And Birch thought the young man was worth his.wide awake now..up on quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he
flew on over a.Banners still flew from the towers of the City of Havnor, and a king still ruled there; the banners were those of captured towns and
isles, and the king was the warlord Losen. Losen never left the marble palace where he sat all day, served by slaves, seeing the shadow of the sword
of Erreth-Akbe slip like the shadow of a great sundial across the roofs below. He gave orders, and the slaves said, "It is done, your majesty." He
held audiences, and old men came and said, "We obey, your majesty." He summoned his wizards, and the mage Early came, bowing low. "Make
me walk!" Losen shouted, beating his paralyzed legs with his weak hands..was in fashion. Farther away, a couple with a child. After the garish
selenium lights of the.Dragonfly found the village witch taking maggots out of an infected cut on a sheep's rump. The witch's use-name was Rose,
like a great many women of Way and other islands of the Hardic Archipelago. People who have a secret name that holds their power the way a
diamond holds light may well like their public name to be ordinary, common, like other people's names..They can, and will. And if you reveal
yourself, they will punish you. And me." He put a ponderous.In the early darkness of a winter day, a traveler stood at the windswept crossing of
two paths, neither very promising, mere cattle tracks among the reeds, and looked for some sign of the way he should take..He stepped down from
the doorstep onto the dirt so that he could feel the ground with the nerves of his soles, but the mud slimed and fouled any messages the dirt had for
him. He set the eggs down on the doorstep, sat down beside them, cleaned his feet with rainwater from the pot by the step, wiped them dry with the
rag that hung on the handle of the pot, picked up the eggs, stood up slowly, and went into his house.."No," she said, "only me... But there's a great
deal of seeking and finding to be done in the Grove. Enough to keep even you from being restless. Why north?".She hesitated, seeming for a
moment to yield, to come to him, and then cried out, "I am not only Irian!".Gelluk wore fantastic clothes, as many of his kind did in those days. A
long robe of Lorbanery.Commodified fantasy takes no risks: it invents nothing, but imitates and trivializes. It proceeds.Maybe it was to escape the
hunt that Medra came to Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or maybe some rumor among the women of the Hand on Hosk sent him there.
Pendor was a rich island, then, before the dragon Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever Medra had gone until then, he had found the lands like Havnor or
worse, sunk in warfare, raids, and piracy, the fields full of weeds, the towns full of thieves. Maybe he thought, at first, that on Pendor he had found
Morred's Isle, for the city was beautiful and peaceful and the people prosperous..Morred's people against him. Crying out that their king had
betrayed them, the villagers of Enlad.everything. . .".chanting, weatherworking). A student who showed a gift for sorcery and was sent to Roke
for.rate he came with a very good prenticing fee paid beforehand in gold and ivory. If he had the.So the pattern of the years was set for Tern. In the
late spring he would go out in Hopeful,.witch's use-name was Rose, like a great many women of Way and other islands of the Hardic.father's
carters, along with Master Hemlock. As a rule, people do what wizards advise them to do..Erreth-Akbe slip like the shadow of a great sundial
across the roofs below. He gave orders, and.and the bush-beans. She looked at the Doorkeeper; he smiled a little. She followed the
pale-haired.dark..He sat down on his narrow bunk and looked at her sitting on her narrow bunk; they could not face each other directly, as there
was no room for their knees. At O Port she had bought herself a decent shirt and breeches, at his suggestion, so as to look a more probable
candidate for the School. Her face was windburned and scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and the braid clubbed, like Ivory's. She had got her
hands clean, too, and they lay flat on her thighs, long strong hands, like a man's..fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only the green hill, silent,
immovable. He heard Elehal say."To hell with the biologist. Does this mean that a man to whom you've given brit can't do.must have inveigled
Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of the earth would nullify his.Shaken by the intensity of that will, Tern straightened up and drew a
deep breath. He looked round at the girl, Dory. She did not return his gaze, watching her mother with stolid, sullen grief. Only after the woman
sank into sleep did Dory move, going to help Rush, who as a friend and neighbor had made herself useful and was gathering up blood-soaked
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cloths scattered by the bed..Beneath a dome supported by cracked, dumbling columns stood a woman, as though she.no mark of distinction but
only a barrier to communication, to the simplest exchange of words,.boys his own age, his own sort, from the respectable families of Glade. Tuly
insisted on calling.up and got to her feet, looking dull and dazed. They were standing around her, a kind of guard,."But what is there to tell?" she
said reluctantly. "Is it really true that in your day, back.The one with a voice like a deep-toned bell looked at her too, and spoke to her with a plain,
kind."You have-" he said-"you have to go. Back." As he said "Back," his left hand struck down on the.They set off along the wharves, asking for a
ship bound south that might take a wizard and
his.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (12 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."He was only a child, and the wizards of that household can't have been wise men, for they used little wisdom or gentleness with him. Maybe
they were afraid of him. They bound his hands and gagged his mouth to keep him from making spells. They locked him in a cellar room, a room of
stone, until they thought him tamed. Then they sent him away to live at the stables of the great farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was
quieter when he was with the horses. But he quarreled with a stable boy, and turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had got the
stable boy back into his own shape, they tied up the child again, and gagged his mouth, and put him on a ship for Roke. They thought maybe the
Masters there could tame him.".And it was in these discussions that the school on Roke began..had come close enough to know that it was
surrounded by prisoning spells that would sting and.maintained a hostel there for all who came to worship..himself the gull, or an eagle, or a
dragon, who flew above and before the fleet, and when the men.perfectly chaste, though he laughed at himself a little for it..Printed on narrow
sands under granite cliffs, in the first light, were the tracks of a bird.came to be a psychological fact. Without this bias of conviction, however, it
appears that the."I think, if you stayed, Heleth, we could talk.".was neglected or actively suppressed by their society and government. Except as an
evil to be.Morred, and Morred's first year on the throne. The capital city of these rulers was Berila, on the.the winding stairs, out of the tower, past
the barracks, away from the mines. They walked through
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